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A t r a n s f e r r e d  e m p l o y e e  who provided pa r t  
of t h e  f u n d s  t o  p u r c h a s e  a r e s i d e n c e  a t  
h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n  a r r a n g e d  to  h a v e  
t i t l e  p l a c e d  i n  a f r i e n d ' s  name a t  t h e  
time of t h e  p u r c h a s e .  A l t h o u q h  t h e  
e m p l o y e e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  married h i s  f r i e n d  
a n d  a c q u i r e d  j o i n t  ownership of t h e  
r e s i d e n c e ,  h i s  claim for rea l  e s t a t e  
p u r c h a s e  e x p e n s e s  may n o t  be allowed. 
H e  d i d  n o t  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of t h e  
app l i cab le  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  t i t l e  to  
t h e  r e s i d e n c e  p u r c h a s e d  be i n  t h e  name 
o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e  or a member o f  h i s  
immediate f a m i l y .  

The  issue i n  t h i s  matter is w h e t h e r  a t r a n s f e r r e d  
Federal e m p l o y e e  may be allowed costs  i n c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p u r -  
chase o f  a r e s i d e n c e  a t  h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n  e v e n  t h o u g h  
n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  a n y  member o f  h i s  immediate f a m i l y  a c q u i r e d  
t i t l e  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  t ransact ion. : /  In 
l i g h t  o f  t h e  appl icable  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s t a t u t e  a n d  r e g u l a -  
t i o n  w e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  claim may n o t  be 
allowed. 

B a c k g r o u n d  

I n  J u n e  1983 M r .  P a t r i c k  G. C o l l i n s  was t r a n s f e r r e d  
from a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce Commiss ion  i n  
I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a ,  t o  a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
of t h e  A i r  Force i n  D a y t o n ,  O h i o .  The  A i r  Force, as t h e  
r e c e i v i n g  a g e n c y ,  u n d e r t o o k  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  
r e l o c a t i o n  e x p e n s e s  a n d  i s s u e d  a t r a v e l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  

- I /  T h i s  a c t i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  f o r  an a d v a n c e  
d e c i s i o n  f r o m  t h e  A c c o u n t i n g  and F i n a n c e  O f f i c e r ,  
2750 A i r  R a s e . W i n g ,  W r i g h t - P a t t e r s o n  A i r  F o r c e  Base, 
Oh io .  T h e  r e q u e s t  was f o r w a r d e d  here b y  t h e  P e r  D i e m ,  
T r a v e l  a n d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A l l o w a n c e  Committee a f t e r  i t  
was a p p r o v e d  a n d  - a s s i g n e d  C o n t r o l  Number 55-30. 
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h im.  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  o ther  r e l o c a t i o n  e x p e n s e s  h e  was 
a u t h o r i z e d  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  r ea l  e s t a t e  p u r c h a s e  e x p e n s e s .  

On A u g u s t  16,  1984 ,  Mr. C o l l i n s ’  f r i e n d  p u r c h a s e d  d 
h o u s e  i n  D a y t o n .  P a r t  of t h e  f u n d s  u s e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  
r e s i d e n c e  were f u r n i s h e d  by Mr, C o l l i n s ,  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  o n  
September 1 3 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  f r i e n d  e x e c u t e d  a q u i t  claim deed 
g i v i n g  Mr. C o l l i n s  a n  u n d i v i d e d  o n e - h a l f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
D a y t o n  r e s i d e n c e .  T h e  e m p l o y e e  t h e n  f i l e d  claim i n  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  $ 1 , 2 4 5 . 5 5  f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  b u y e r ’ s  
e x p e n s e s  associated w i t h  t h e  A u g u s t  16 ,  1 9 8 4  p u r c h a s e ,  
i n c l u d i n q  a l o a n  o r i g i n a t i o n  f e e ,  a m o u n t s  pa id  f o r  a mort- 
gage t i t l e  p o l i c y ,  a n  app ra i sa l  f e e ,  l ega l  a n d  re la ted  
cos t s ,  e tc .  T h e  A i r  F o r c e  d i s a l l o w e d  h i s  claim f o r  t h e  rea- 
s o n  t h a t  n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  a n y  member o f  h i s  immediate f a m i l y  
a c q u i r e d  t i t l e  to  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a t  t h e  A u g u s t  16,  1984  
p u r c h a s e  , 

Mr. C o l l i n s  h a s  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e  
d e n i a l  o f  h i s  claim. He e x p l a i n s  t h a t  i n  A u g u s t  1 9 8 4  h e  a n d  
h i s  w i f e  were i n v o l v e d  i n  d i v o r c e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  a n d  h e  h a d  
r e c e i v e d  l e g a l  advice t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  wou ld  
a c q u i r e  dower r i g h t s  i n  a n y  r ea l  e s t a t e  h e  m i g h t  p u r c h a s e  
p r i o r  to  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of t h e  f i n a l  decree of divorce.  Con- 
s e q u e n t l y ,  a t  t h e  time o f  i t s  p u r c h a s e  i n  A u g u s t  1 9 8 4 ,  h e  
a r r a n g e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  h o u s e  i n  D a y t o n  placed i n  
t h e  name o f  h i s  f r i e n d .  H i s  f r i e n d  q a v e  h i m  a o n e - h a l f  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a m o n t h  l a t e r ,  a n d  t h e y  were 
married i n  F e b r u a r y  1985, a f t e r  h i s  d i v o r c e  became f i n a l .  
H e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h i s  claim s h o u l d  be allowed i n  t h e s e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

A n a l v s i s  a n d  C o n c l u s i o n  

T h e  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  r e i m b u r s i n g  a t r a n s f e r r e d  
F e d e r a l  e m p l o y e e  f o r  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  i n  t h e  s a l e  a n d  
p u r c h a s e  o f  r e s i d e n c e s  a t  t h e  o ld  a n d  new d u t y  s t a t i o n s  is 
c o n t a i n e d  i n  5 U.S.C. S 5 7 2 4 a ( a ) ( 4 ) .  T h e  i m p l e m e n t i n g  
r e g u l a t i o n s  spe l l  o u t  t h e  t i t l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  s u c h  
t r a n s a c t i o n s .  T h o s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t i t l e  m u s t  be 
“ i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e  a l o n e ,  or i n  t h e  j o i n t  names  o f  
t h e  e m p l o y e e  a n d  o n e  or  more members o f  h i s / h e r  immediate 
f a m i l y ,  or  s o l e l y  i n  t h e  name of: o n e  or more members of 
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h i s / h e r  immediate family.”:/ 
d i a t e  f a m i l y “  i n  terms o f  d spouse, c h i l d ,  or o t h e r  named 
d e p e n d e n t  who bears t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  e m p l o y e e  a t  t h e  
time h e  reports to  h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n . 3 /  
s i s t e n t l y  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  t i t l e  requi remen’fs  o f  t h e  regula- 
t i o n s  are n o t  s a t i s f i e d  i f ,  a t  t h e  time o f  t h e  p u r c h a s e  for 
which  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  is claimed, t i t l e  is n o t  i n  t h e  name of 
t h e  e m p l o y e e  or  a member of t h e  e m p l o y e e ’ s  immediate f a m i -  
ly.:/ T h i s  is so e v e n  w h e r e  i t  appears t h a t  t h e  e m p l o y e e  
may h a v e  f u r n i s h e d  f u n d s  used to  p a y  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n c e . 5 /  - 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  case, t h e  e m p l o y e e  claims r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
of e x p e n s e s  re la ted  to  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a r e s i d e n c e  t h a t  
occurred o n  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1984 ,  b u t  h e  i nd ica t e s  t h a t  h e  
a r r a n g e d  to h a v e  t i t l e  to  t h e  residence p l a c e d  i n  t h e  name 
of  a p e r s o n  who was n o t  a member of h i s  immediate f a m i l y .  
I n  our v i e w  t h i s  d i d  n o t  s a t i s f y  t h e  t i t l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  W e  v i e w  i t  a s  immaterial t h a t  the e m p l o y e e  
may h a v e  f u r n i s h e d  some o f  t h e  f u n d s  u s e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  
r e s i d e n c e  i n  A u q u s t  1984., t h a t  h e  may h a v e  a c q u i r e d  j o i n t  
o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  a t  some la te r  time and t h a t  h e  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  married t h e  p e r s o n  w i t h  whom h e  h e l d  j o i n t  
t i t l e .  The f a c t  r e m a i n s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  a n y  member of 
h i s  immediate f a m i l y  a c q u i r e d  t i t l e  t o  t h e  residence t h r o u g h  
t h e  p u r c h a s e  for  which  h e  now claims r e i m b u r s e m e n t .  The 
r e g u l a t i o n s  p l a i n l y  p r e c l u d e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  of e x p e n s e s  f o r  
t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a r e s i d e n c e  when n e i t h e r  t h e  e m p l o y e e  n o r  a 
member of t h e  e m p l o y e e ’ s  immediate f a m i l y  acqui res  t i t l e ,  

The r e g u l a t i o n s  d e f i n e  “imme- 

We h a v e  con- 

- 2/ F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  Regulations ( F T R ) ,  p a r a .  2 - 6 . 1 7  ( S e p t .  
1 9 8 1 ) ,  i n c o r e .  & ref., 41 C.F.R. S 101-7.003’. S e e  a lso 
~ 0 1 .  2 ( 2  JTR), para. C14000-1(?,) .  

3/ FTR, p a r a .  2-1.4d.. See also 2 JTR,  App. D ( d e f i n i t i o n  - 
o f  “ d e p e n d e n t ” ) .  

See, e.g., Carl  A .  G i d l u n d ,  60 Comp. Gen. 1 4 %  ( 1 9 8 0 1 ,  
a f f i r m e d  B-197781, S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  1982 ;  Adele K. K a u t h ,  
E-197929, March 25 ,  1981 ;  ?leverend Richard A .  Hc 

J u n e  15 ,  1978.  
. . -  - . 8-192583,  March 1 4 ,  1979 ;  a n d  - u l a h ’ a n ,  

David R. T a y l o r ,  8-189768, 

- 5/ See James G. G a s q u e ,  8-183048,  May 1 3 ,  1976. 
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and those regulations provide no exception for  arrangements 
of the sort presented here. 

Accordingly, we disallow the employee's claim. 

of the United States 
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